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least 30 years. It is, therefore, rather susceptible to fishing, 
and, as a result of demand, is disappearing. 
 
Due to concern for this species, the humphead wrasse was 
listed under Appendix II of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES at www.CITES.org) in 
October, 2004 (Sadovy et al., 2003; 
www.humpheadwrasse.info). This was an historic listing 
because it is one of the first commercially important marine 
fish species to be so classified. A species on CITES Appendix 
II in international trade must be monitored and can still be 
exported if it has been sustainably caught in the source 
country. Many people think that CITES is all about banning 
species in trade. In the case of Appendix II, however, this is 
not the case; listed species can only be exported if they are 
captured at sustainable levels and so CITES promotes and 
fosters sustainable use for vulnerable species. 
 

 
 
Fig. 2. ‘Plate-sized’ humphead wrasse, ready for the plate. 
(Photo: Valerie Ho) 
 
Listing of commercial fishes, historically, has rarely occurred 
under CITES which many governments feel is not a suitable 
convention for fish. With the humphead listing, however, the 
mood is clearly changing. The Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations was previously 
seen as the only appropriate body for dealing with fishes, but 
the FAO is not directly involved in management and tends to 
deal more with the large, more economically important, global 
fisheries, not reef fish species or those of more minor global 
significance. CITES, therefore, is an excellent mechanism for 
moving towards the sustainable use of species, like the 
humphead wrasse, which science has clearly shown to be 
threatened and in need of attention, and is not otherwise 
effectively protected. The recent listing was considered a 
landmark for fish conservation and sustainable management 
because it was the first to receive strong support from 
countries that normally oppose applying CITES for fishes. 
Let’s hope that this listing also casts a spotlight on the need to 
better manage reef fish fisheries in general. These must 
continue to support the livelihoods and lives of the millions of 
fishermen living in coastal areas around the tropics, and will, 
as a result, allow us to eat reef fish that are sustainably caught, 
guilt-free. 
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Newcomers to the local fish list, 
or unwelcome exotics! 
 

by Allen To and Anna Situ 
 
The first fish to be added to the local fish list is the yellowtail 
tang, Zebrasoma xanthurum (Family: Acanthuridae), or so 
called “purple tang” among aquarists (Fig. 1). This beautiful 
reef fish was observed by Allen To and Kiwi Lee at Hoi Ha 
Wan Marine Park in mid-May. The tang was about 15 cm in 
total length and was hiding among rocks close to shore. This 
tang is documented to occur in the Western Indian Ocean 
(from Red Sea to the Persian Gulf) and the Maldives (Randall 
& Anderson, 1993). 
 

 
 
Fig. 1. The yellowtail tang, Zebrasoma xanthurum. (Photo: 
John E. Randall). 
 
Another exotic fish, which is also an aquarist’s favourite, is 
the emperor angelfish, Pomacanthus imperator (Family: 
Pomacanthidae)(Fig. 2). That gorgeous 20 cm-adult angelfish 
was sighted in early June at Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park by 
Allen and Kiwi, in waters under the flyover to the education 
centre. This reef-associated angelfish was observed to be 
hiding within a crevice at a depth of about 1.5 m. It 
occasionally swam out of the crevice and looked curiously at 
us. Its documented distribution is in the Indo-Pacific (Red Sea 
and East Africa to Hawaiian, north to southern Japan, south to 
the Great Barrier Reef) (Fricke, 1999). 
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Fig. 2. The emperor angelfish, Pomacanthus imperator. 
(Photo: John. E. Randall). 
 
A deep-sea fish, the pineconefish, Monocentris japonica 
(Family: Monocentridae) (Fig. 3), was collected by Allen, 
Anna Situ and Wallace Choi on 6 September from Ap Lei 
Chau Government Market. This specimen was about 6 cm in 
total length. This species had been described locally by 
another specimen reported to occur at Ching Chau in 2003 
(hk-fish.net, 2004). Fishermen reported that the fish was 
caught in waters off Lamma Island. This species is 
characterized by its ability to give out light under its chin at 
night. Its documented distribution includes the Indo-West 
Pacific (Red Sea, South Africa, Mauritius to southern Japan) 
(Masuda et al., 1984; Smith 1986; Lieske & Myers, 1994). 
 

 
 
Fig. 3. The pineconefish, Monocentris japonica. (Photo: Allen 
To) 
 
Last but not least is another surgeonfish, the humpback 
unicornfish, Naso brachycentron (Family: Acanthuridae) 
(Fig.4). The documented distribution of this fish includes the 
coast of East Africa to French Polynesia, Ryukyu Islands 
south to the Great Barrier Reef, the Philippines and Taiwan 
(Randall, 2001). This specimen was sighted in Sai Kung 
Market on 11 Oct 2004 by Allen, Anna and Wallace. 
Fishermen reported that they caught this specimen within 

Hong Kong but were unsure of the exact location. There has 
been no previous local documentation of this species. 
 
Even though Hong Kong may fall within the documented 
distribution regions of the emperor angelfish, humpback 
unicornfish and pineconefish, there has been no known record 
of the first two fish species and only one recent record for the 
pineconefish locally. The yellowtail tang should not occur 
here according to its known natural distribution. In view of the 
increasing accessibility and popularity of aquarium fish, the 
most likely reason for the local record of the emperor 
angelfish and the yellowtail tang is from deliberate release; 
this might also be true for the pineconefish. People may 
release their fish because of sympathy, in the hope of good 
luck, health or even wealth. Large groupers, for instance, have 
often been released by local people for that reason. Marine 
parks such as the Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park might give the 
impression of being a “fish sanctuary” or “fish paradise” to 
those aquarists who were bored with their fish and would like 
to set them free in areas “ideal” to their fish. However, it is 
strongly recommended not to release fish into waters where 
they may not belong natually. 
 

 
 
Fig. 4. The humpback unicornfish, Naso brachycentron. 
(Photo: Allen To). 
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