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(4) Feature: Feral Dogs & Native Wildlife – a cause for 
concern  
 
During a Night Safari activity at KFBG on 27 March, a 
dramatic incident occurred which highlights the impact feral 
dogs have on the native wildlife. The KFBG security patrol 
radioed the Safari team to say they had seen a porcupine 
family (two adults and one juvenile) at approximately 300 m 
ASL. Before the activity group reached the location, dogs 
were heard barking excitedly, with the sound coming from 
close to the reported sightings. The Night Safari team reached 
the location of the Porcupine sighting, to be met by the 
security guards on duty and were informed that a juvenile 
porcupine had been killed by feral dogs. The body had not 
been removed, so the Night Safari participants were able to 
see first hand the gruesome result of the feral dog attack as 
they walked to the lower part of the Farm (Fig. 3). Once at 
Misha’s Bungalow lower down the hill, there followed a 
lively debate amongst KFBG staff and Night Safari 
participants as to the possible courses of action that could be 
taken to deal with feral dogs. 
 

 
 
Fig. 3. Juvenile porcupine killed on 27 March 2004, showing 
extensive wounds from the attack by feral dogs. 
 
This incident followed the killing of a pregnant muntjac deer 
on 12th February and a third incident occurred more recently, 
with an adult porcupine killed by feral dogs on May 21 (Fig. 
4).  Staff have also witnessed feral dogs attacking a pangolin 
on KYS. 
 

 
 
 Fig. 4.  The muntjac killed by feral dogs on 12 February 2004. 
 
Readers are encouraged to provide records of their own 
experiences concerning feral dog activities and the locations 
where they occurred. 
 

“From the Bar” 
 

Feature essay: Wildlife 
rehabilitation and release at 
KFBG  
 
by Rupert Griffiths 
 
Introduction 
 
KFBG Wild Animal Rescue Centre (WARC) carries out 
rehabilitation work for any native Hong Kong wildlife that is 
found injured or displaced. From 1994 to 2004, admittances of 
native animals to the centre totalled more than 2000*, and 
more than 1000 were released. Snakes make up the largest 
proportion of these animals (~50%) but birds follow closely 
behind (~40%). 
 
The WARC also serves a second important function, that is as 
a holding and relocation facility for large numbers of 
confiscated endangered exotic species, but this article will 
focus only on the native wildlife rehabilitation side of the 
work.  
 
Why do we undertake wildlife rehabilitation? 
 
Some people who visit the WARC question the value of 
wildlife rehabilitation. Others blindly accept the need for it 
without proper consideration. We believe that there are two 
main reasons to carry out wildlife rehabilitation, animal 
welfare and species conservation, the former involves the 
element of compassion and the latter is scientifically based. 
Both have the long-term beneficial result of wildlife 
conservation and education but in different ways. 
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Some humans have this odd thing called ‘compassion’, and 
they feel the need to protect and help individuals that are less 
well off than themselves. This is where the role of the WARC 
starts. At KFBG we share this compassion and part of our 
mission is to help such stricken animals back to a normal life 
in the wild. It can be argued that such animals do not have 
what it takes to survive and this may be the case, but we are 
able to give them a second chance at survival in a world 
where the odds, already stacked against them, have been 
further increased by human development. By sharing 
compassion with the finder, we are actually helping them, and 
by illustrating our compassion to others, we hope to educate 
and pass on this compassion, resulting in a higher regard for 
the importance of wildlife, and eventually, greater protection 
and increased resource allocation for wildlife conservation 
work. 
 
The number of a particular species being rehabilitated and 
released is usually very small in comparison to the number of 
individuals of that species in the wild, and they have little or 
no effect on the total population. Given suitable habitat, nature 
is far better at restocking population levels than people give it 
credit for. However, in some cases, the numbers of a species 
being rehabilitated is large in comparison to its wild 
population. This might happen when the number of 
admittances is very large, possibly due to a disaster such as an 
oil spill, or when the number of individuals in the wild is very 
small, such as species that are endemic to very small 
geographical regions. It is under such conditions that valuable 
species conservation work with immediate effect can be 
undertaken by wildlife rescue centres, and the years of 
experience and education gained through the rehabilitation of 
species of lower conservation value shows its true value to 
species conservation. 
 

 
 
Fig. 1. Bird release. 
 
 

Measuring the success of wildlife rehabilitation.  Is the 
WARC successful? 
 
After consideration of the purpose of the WARC as outlined 
above, we can see that KFBG needs to do two things for 
rescue work to be a success: 
1) Ensure that our rehabilitation techniques and captive care 

follow high standards and are continuously improved; 
 
2) Demonstrate genuine compassion for injured wildlife. 
 
These two requirements are linked, as long as we fulfill the 
former requirement, and show the public that we have done 
so, the latter requirement is automatically fulfilled. 
 
So does KFBG ensure the best possible rehabilitation 
practices? Well, this is a question of looking at measurable 
indicators and adherence to standards. 
 
It can be argued that the admittance and release ratios for 
rescue centres, as well as data on expense and staffing levels 
can be used to determine the success of a centre. These black 
and white figures can be used to compare results with targets 
or with figures from other reputable wildlife rehabilitation 
centres. This might seem logical but different geographical 
regions and different habitats produce very different case-
loads that, in most cases, are incomparable. 
 
One of the main problems in determining successful wildlife 
rehabilitation is the inconsistency in standards between 
centres. Wildlife rehabilitation expertise is in short supply, 
especially in Asia, and there are few monitoring bodies or 
standards. In most cases the monitoring body for centres are 
the suppliers of the funds for the operation, and this leads to a 
tendency to exaggerate on the needs and successes of the 
centre, a dangerous situation in a profession that does most of 
its work behind closed doors. Although financial 
sustainability is a challenge for all wildlife rehabilitation 
centres, and therefore fund-raising is a high priority, it is 
important that wild animal rescue centres maintain their focus 
on the rehabilitation of the injured wildlife being admitted. 
The injured wildlife must remain the ‘client’, not the finder or 
the fund-donator. 
 
At the WARC we are fortunate that funding is currently not a 
problem. This allows us to keep the focus pure, and place full 
emphasis on the needs of the injured wildlife. We do the 
utmost to reach the highest of standards, keeping abreast of 
new techniques by reading relevant journals, attending 
international conferences and courses and by adapting our 
experience to new situations. 
 
Proof of post-release survival is a much stronger indicator of 
success. Two forms of post-release monitoring that have been 
carried out at KFBG are radio-tracking and tagging. 
 
Radio-tracking is a very good way of determining if a 
rehabilitation technique works and which methods are most 
successful. It can also be used as part of the rehabilitation 
process to provide post-release support. However, radio 
tracking is fairly time consuming and it is also difficult to 
determine a suitable target success rate, or length of study 
time. Many people would instinctively think that a survival 
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rate for released birds below 30% to be very poor. However, 
numerous studies have shown a survival rate for wild birds as 
low as 30% in their first year of life and these birds are in 
their natural habitat and have the advantage of parental 
support. Suddenly a 30% survival rate for rescue centre 
releases is looking good. We presently have a survival and 
release of close to 60%. Post release monitoring is the only 
way to convert this release figure into meaningful survival 
data (Figs. 1 and 2). 
 

 
 
Fig. 2. Radio-tracking monitoring after bird release. 
 
At KFBG we have reserved radio-tracking for special cases 
that may need post release support. Three large raptors have 
been tracked, 2 white-bellied sea eagles and 1 brown fish owl. 
It has been very encouraging for us that all 3 of these birds 
appeared to adapt to life in the wild and that all 3 were alive 
and well at the completion of their respective tracking studies. 
 
Ringing and tagging is a less time consuming form of post-
release monitoring. KFBG WARC uses clearly identifiable 
rings or tags on nearly all released birds. If released animals 
are found again, whether in good health or not, then 
information about that animal can be passed back to us and 
help us determine if our rehabilitation work is successful or 
not. The percentage of animals that are found after release is 
very low but every bit of information helps. 
 
Of the approximately 400 birds released from the WARC 
between 1994 and 2004, we have received information 
concerning 4 as a result of rings. Amazingly, the information 
was positive in all 4 cases and even included photographic 
evidence of activities such as hunting and breeding. 
 
The WARC could be considered a successful wild animal 
rescue centre based on the present rehabilitation and release 
successes, and the centre has managed to maintain a high level 
of expertise and innovation through experience, continued 
contact and collaboration with international rehabilitation 
organisations, and by maintaining the focus on reaching the 
highest standards of animal care. Our recently produced 60-
page operational guidelines, that includes lengthy pre-release 
preparation techniques, is evidence of this. 
 
* including local confiscations the total number of animals 
received is close to 10,000! 

 

 

“In the News” 
 

by Jacqueline Weir and Jasmine Ng 
 
China and International News can be accessed on the web 
version of Porcupine ! 
 
The installation of desulphurisation devices to Guangdong’s 
biggest cluster of power plants is anticipated to improve Hong 
Kong’s air quality by the end of the year. Significant 
improvements should be achieved by 2007 when all oil-fired 
and coal-fired power plants with a capacity over 125 
megawatts in Guangdong are installed with such devices. 
Although Guangdong generated 80 % of the air pollution and 
Hong Kong only accounted for the remaining 20 %, the 
government has started to persuade China Light & Power and 
Hongkong Electric to reduce emissions. (SCMP, 24.2.04) 
 
A study on live reef fish trade by nine independent marine 
scientists has shown that such trade is often unsustainable and 
could damage coral reefs and fish communities. To meet the 
market demand not only a larger volume of fish is harvested, 
fishing has also extended far into the Pacific and Indian 
oceans since previous fishing grounds are depleted. Authors 
of the study urged the Hong Kong government to educate 
consumers not to choose species that are threatened and turn 
to farmed fish (ie. hatchery-reared). (SCMP, 1.3.04) 
 
Three hundred and seven India Star tortoises wrapped in 
newspapers and clothes were found in two unclaimed 
suitcases of passengers at Chek Lap Kok airport. The 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department said the 
reptiles would probably be supplied to local pet shops. 
(SCMP, 4.3.04) 
 
Profits on compact discs of a ‘green’ second-hand book and 
CD shop have gone down since the spread of music and visual 
entertainment piracy. Book stock is being increased instead. 
The shop, ‘Flow’, was set up with the vision of reducing 
waste and targeting Hong Kong’s disposable culture. (SCMP, 
21.3.04) 
 
Unlicensed glass-bottom boats were found operating in the 
Hoi Ha Marine Park, which raised safety concerns for coral-
watching tourists in the area. While the Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Conservation Department could not do anything to stop 
such operators as long as they did not violate the marine park 




